(Blumenherst of Duke) in B
college,” said Lewis, who won E
the NCAA title at Arkansas but
was never Player of the Year.
“It’s not really that much of

a different situation for me.”

Lewis, the consummate underdog,.

As the LPGA opened its season with the SBS Open
in Hawaii this week, the rookie class figures to be one
of the best ever in women’s golf. Americans Lewis,
‘Wie and Vicky Hurst join South Korea's Jiyai Shin
at the SBS and as the headliners in a 21-member
first-year class.

The Wie-Lewis rivalry began to take shape at
Q-School, but neither is favored for Rookie of the Year.
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already have Duramed Futures Tour. “They're
LPGA victories not intimidated. I think they're going
in there with a different attitude, and

- though Lewis’
2007 triumph they're going to challenge.”
was unofficial. No rookie has shaken up the tour

the way Nancy Lopez did in 1978.

She won nine times that year and remains the only
player to be named Rookie of the Year and Player of
the Year in a season. Lopez’s rookie class produced four
major champions, including Betsy King, Alice Miller and
Martha Nause. The class of 1984 also was stacked with
eventual tour winners such as Juli Inkster, Jane Geddes,
Sherri Turner and Dawn Coe-Jones.

It’s easy to look at the depth in the Class of '09
and expect similar results, especially with three rising

choice to end that drought in the coming
years. But could one of these rookies beat
her to it?

Wie, 19, doesn't match Creamer's image
of ribbons and curls. Her controversial road
to the LPGA is littered with poor choices,
strained relationships and errant tee shots.
Yet, if the former child prodigy could go
back to the day she turned professional and begin
again, she'd likely end up in a similar position.

“I have no regrets,” Wie said by phone.

Wie, a sophomore at Stanford University, skipped
a few classes to begin the LPGA season close to home
and feels good about her game.

“Getting back my confidence was one of the

biggest keys,” she said.

Wie reveals little about her schedule for
the year, except that she wants “to play as
much as I can” She plans to take a leave
of absence from school after the winter quarter ends in
March to concentrate on the LPGA. Wie, undecided on
a major, laughs a little when she says she hopes to finish
school in five years. However long it takes, she insists
it's not a distraction.

“I can’t play golf 24/7,” she said. “On my time off,

I like switching back to normal mode, Rookies, P24 >>>
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Left: It might be fashionable to picture Vicky Hurst, a
five-time Duramed Futures Tour winner, as an LPGA star.
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